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3 Allthat | have uo o this moment accepied as possessed of the hughest truth and cerainty | receved either from or through the sensss |
observed however, that these somefimes misled us: and 12 15 the part of prudence not fo place 2bsollsie confdence i that by which we have
even once been decened

4 Buiiimay be said perhaps. that, although the senses occasionally meslead us respecting mmuie objects. and such as are so far removed
from us &s fo be beyond the reach of close observation. there are yet many ofher of their informations (presentations). of the fruth of which £ 15
manifestly impossible fo doubt; as for exampie. that | am in ihis place, seated by the fire. clothed in a winter dressing gown, that | hoid in my
hands this piece of paper, with ofher infmations of the same nature. But how could | ceny that | possess these hands and tis body, and witha!
esczpe beng classed wih persons m a state of insanity, whose brains are so disordered and clouded by dark biious vapors as 0 cause them
pertinaciously to assert that they are monarchs when they are in the greatest poverly; or clothed in goid] and purpie when destiute of any
covering or that ther head s made of cay, thelr body of glass. or that they are gourds? | showd certainly be not less insane than they, were |
to regulate my procedure according 1o examples so extravagant

) How can we be certain that dreams are not real? Edz  Post 4 |

Showe All classes M

5. Though ths be frue. | must neveriheless here consider that | am a man and that. consequently | am . the habit of slesping. and
representing io myself in dreams those same things. or even someimes offiers less probabie, which fie insane think are presented to them in
thesr waking momenis. How often have | dream? that | was in these famiar circumstances that | was dressed. and cocupied this place by the
fire. when | was lying undressed in bed? At the present moment, however, | cenianly look upon this paper with eyes wide awake; te head
which | now mowe i not askeep; | exiend this hand consciously and with express purpose, and | perceive it the occurrences in sleep are not so
dsiincias all this. But ! cannot forgel that. 21 other fimes | have been deceved in sleep by simiar illusions; and. aftentively considenng those
cases, | percenve so clearly that there exist no certan marks Dy which the sizie of waking can ever be distinguished fom sieep that | fee
greatly astonished; and n amazement ! @most persuade myself that | am now dreamng.
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